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"A NOTE FOE ME. FEANKLIK" 

[Translated by Albert J. Edmunds, from the original French manu- 
script in the " Franklin Papers" of the Historical Society of Pennsyl- 
vania. It is without date, and endorsed in English " Good Advice," 
probably by Franklin.] 

" The cause of the Americans has interested and warmed 
my heart. "What a difference there is between our wars, 
undertaken for some boundaries unknown or at least indif- 
ferent to the people who take part in them, and the war 
which a whole nation is manifestly forced to sustain which 
fights for its freedom, after having exhausted all practicable 
means of moderation, and even of submission, toward the 
mother country, in order to obtain that treatment on the 
footing of equality which the self-interest of the metropolis 
ought to assure it for ever. 

" Already long known in Europe by his interesting dis- 
coveries in Physics and by the superiority wherewith he 
has defended the interests of the Colonies, Mr. Franklin 
arrives in France charged with the powers of the General 
Congress. 

" The confidence of this assembly is praise enough of his 
abilities and his talents. But perhaps the Congress is 
ignorant of some details, the knowledge of which will be 
useful to him, I believe, for the success of his mission. 

" In America, the interest of all decides the general wish ; 
in the governments of Europe, on the contrary, the general 
interest nearly always gives place to the particular. 

" All peoples have the love of freedom in their heart : the 
French nation has it, perhaps, as much as any other on 
earth. 

" The French have seen with enthusiasm the efforts made 
by North America to deliver herself from the oppression 
wherewith she has been menaced ; and, apart from every 
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kind of rivalry, the nation at large would look with the 
greatest satisfaction at the government giving the United 
States such assistance as that part of the world has a right 
to expect from all peoples among whom the cause of hu- 
manity is held in any esteem. 

" But, as we just now represented, the general vote will 
not be consulted. The government only can come to a de- 
cision, and it cannot be agreeable to all its members to 
adopt such vigorous measures as the circumstances appear 
to warrant the success of. 

" The king's solicitude for order makes him fear war as a 
hindrance to his views of economy and to the welfare of 
his people, and prevents him, perhaps, from correctly ap- 
preciating the immense resources of his kingdom. 

" It is therefore very doubtful whether the proposal which 
Mr. Franklin will make to our minister — viz., to make war 
upon England, will be favourably received by him. One 
may believe, however, that the latter would not fully dis- 
close himself to him on this question. 

"At the same time, Mr. Franklin may ask him, and even 
insist by all the recognized motives of the interest of France, 
to take such a part as seems proper to him, especially as his 
alliance with the court of Vienna pretty much assures him 
of peace on the continent. 

" In case they make him a dilatory answer, he ought to 
press them to give him at least some secret aids in money, 
and to allow him to despatch without delay whatever ma- 
terial Mr. Deane may have got together, by way of pro- 
viding himself with everything which he knows to be 
most urgent to furnish his country withal. 

" The publicity which the persons charged with the expe- 
dition of the two vessels from Havre have given to all their 
doings, has done a great deal of harm to the cause. The 
government has felt itself compromised, and is obliged to 
suspend everything. This is a warning to trust in future to 
none but business men, that is to say, to reliable and dis- 
creet merchants, in all expeditions of this kind. 

" We owe Mr. Deane, moreover, the justice of stating that 
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it has not been in his power to make use of the persons who 
have been given him by the government, and whose indis- 
cretion he could neither foresee nor even suppose. 

" To the precautions lately adopted by the government to 
dispel the complaints of the English minister, it is to be 
hoped that more satisfactory measures will shortly succeed. 

" "While waiting, we think that Mr. Franklin cannot be 
better employed than in paying attention to the means of 
filling up successfully and quickly, as soon as he is per- 
mitted, the items of the schedule, which we suppose he has 
brought along with him, of whatever may be wanting to 
the American army. 

" This schedule ought to include the places laid down in 
the plan of operations for the next campaign, the number 
of troops to be employed therein, and the means of main- 
taining them. 

" There is no doubt that the bulk of the French officers 
who have already joined the American army have shewn in 
it a spirit of insubordination and absurd pretensions, which 
will not be allowed to fix the rank they must have promised 
themselves. But there is no need to trouble about that. 
Nothing will be easier than to employ them in the most 
useful way, since they will have over them some chiefs of 
their own nation of a higher rank and of recognized name 
and merit. 

" Everything depends, therefore, upon the choice of these 
chiefs. 

" It is quite likely that some officers of the highest rank 
will come forward, and even some who have repute in war 
will offer themselves to the service of the American cause. 

" But the English Colonies require defenders who have 
something more than valour and military talents : that is 
to say, some leaders who are honest men, whose uprightness 
and rigid code of morals hold all their subordinates, and 
are capable of winning the confidence and respect of the 
troops and of the inhabitants of the Colonies. 

" If Mr. Franklin thinks well to distract attention from 
the real object of his important mission by paying less 
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attention to the interests of his country than to answering 
the eager invitations he is pressed with in this great city, he 
will be offered a million dinners, at which, however, he 
would not find one guinea for the use of the Congress. He 
will doubtless know how to be on his guard against the bar- 
ren cajoleries of the great, of the learned, and of women, 
who will each have some personage to commend to him. 
He will know that the safety of his country ought not to 
be placed in any one's hands without the most serious 
reflection." 



